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word in the two letters. I bow in reverence to Lalaji and his
comrades who refused even whilst under trial anything but jail
food, and I tender my congratulations to Sardar Prem Singh
Sodhbans who conducted the meeting with such calm dignity in
defiance of the magisterial order and in the face of the provoking
presence of the police. I congratulate the young volunteer with
his broken head. The serious affray at Amritsar must await
separate treatment when full details are available. There seems
little doubt that the Sikhs have behaved with wonderful courage
and restraint. When born fighters become non-violent, they
exhibit courage of the highest order. The Sikhs have historical
evidence of such exhibition in their midst. They are now repeating
their own history. Let me hope and pray that they will carry
out the instructions of Sardar Khadag Singh1 to remain non-
violent to the end, to become simple in their tastes and wear only
khadi.

IN THE ABSENCE OF PRESIDENT

The arrest of our President elect need not perturb us. His
spirit will preside over our deliberations. We know what message
he has for the country. He has become the living embodiment of
it, We must elect some one to act for him out of the remnant
that is permitted to meet at the Congress. Certainly no Congress
has ever met under happier auspices than this will. What seemed
impossible has been rendered almost possible by the welcome re-
pression of the Government. That many of the best of us are in
jail is swaraj. I would call it the fullest swaraj if the Government
simply invited every non-co-operator to offer himself on or before
the 26th instant at the nearest police-station for arrest and imprison-
ment to be under custody till he has apologized for his non-co-
operation or till the Government feels the necessity for repentance.
I would forego the Congress in spite of Vallabhbhai Patel2 and his
devoted band working night and day to make the reception of
the delegates and visitors worthy of the capital of Gujarat. For
me any such order of the Government will be complete swaraj.
It will be good for the Government to rid itself of non-co-operators
and it will give the latter their heart's desire. Their formula is
swaraj or jail But in the absence of any such new year's gift
from the Government, we may be certainly thankful for the small

1 A Congress leader of the Punjab
2 1875-1950; Congress leader from Gujarat; first Deputy Prime Minister
of free India